Introduction
Open Educational Resources (OER) have saved students millions of dollars in textbook costs and greatly expanded access to a wide variety of educational materials for countless numbers of students and life-long learners. OER have also saved teachers time and effort by allowing them to reuse, modify, and build on materials developed by other teachers. After a brief discussion of OER and foundations of open licensing, this article presents a number of opportunities for libraries, particularly those situated at research universities.
Origins & Definition of Open Educational Resources
Open Educational Resources (OER) are built on two convictions: that "knowledge is a public good" and that "the internet is a good way of sharing knowledge."
1 Since 2001, the James & Flora
Hewlett Foundation has granted tens of millions of dollars in support of these convictions. While there is no standard accepted definition, OER are generally freely available and openly licensed educational resources which may be modified and redistributed with attribution, without permission, and which may in some cases be commercialized. The Hewlett Foundation definition reads: "OER are teaching, learning, and research resources that reside in the public domain or have been released under an intellectual property license that permits their free use and re-purposing by others." 2 OER also include materials found in the public domain.
Types of OER include "…full courses, course materials, modules, textbooks, streaming videos, tests, software, and any other tools, materials, or techniques used to support access to knowledge." 3 OER are typically thought of as digital resources although non-digital items may also be openly licensed.
rights for use of copyrighted materials, 4) identifying an exempt/fair use under U.S. Copyright law, or 4) using openly licensed materials. Hence, using openly licensed works may be a solution for enabling noninfringing remix, reuse, and redistribution. [Note: While the purpose of this paper is not to examine U.S.
Copyright Law exemptions (and should not be construed as legal advice), how to obtain permission, or where to find public domain materials, each of these options for reuse are valid, and should be further  Rice University created a non-profit textbook publishing entity OpenStaxCollege to create high quality, openly licensed, free online, and low-cost in print textbooks for 10 million students.
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 Colombian vocal artist SylviaO donated an a cappella track to ccMixter, a music site run by
Creative Commons. The resulting remix of her track changed how and for whom she creates. as those from Achieve, Inc., temoa, BCOER or from OER repositories.
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 Consider incentivizing faculty development/redevelopment of courses and resources for teaching and learning. 51 Most of the OER initiatives listed on earlier pages incentivize faculty reviews and authoring.
 Assist faculty with copyright, intellectual policy and, University Policy concerns.
 Promote quality in content, instructional/pedagogical design, technological standards, and accessibility. Textbook authoring is labor intensive. While faculty typically don't author textbooks for the financial gains involved, financial incentives are generally not turned away. 54 For a small number of authors these gains can be significant; for most they are relatively modest. In the case of Virginia Tech, revenues generated from "traditional works of scholarship" (i.e., books and articles) are not subject to the University's profit sharing agreement; the faculty member retains 100% of contractually agreed upon royalties. 55 According to David Harris, a veteran of the publishing industry and Editor in Chief of
OpenStaxCollege at Rice University, commercial textbook authors typically receive between 10-15% of a textbook's net price. Thus, authors of bestselling textbooks, the top five to ten textbooks per discipline do very well financially; other authors' revenues are not nearly as significant. 56 OpenStaxCollege, funded through a variety of grants and through partnerships with commercial software vendors, has developed a professional content development process, and pays authors and peer reviewers for their work.
Other groups and associations are exploring OER and other publishing initiatives through libraries, Libraries may also wish to survey faculty regarding gaps in content for their courses. Faculty from various disciplines report a deficiency of high quality, commercially available materials. 59 Finding high quality, current, and relevant resources, ensuring their stability, and educating for copyright compliance are difficult tasks. Each of these areas is a potential teaching and service opportunity for academic libraries.
One final note: while this paper has mostly discussed faculty as the main audience for information, awareness and support from OER initiatives, many opportunities exist to engage students' interests in the open licensing, remix culture, Creative Commons, their choices as authors, responsibilities as users of licensed materials, and their experiences as buyers and users of learning resources.
